Flood Control Channel 'Helped Out Dry Area

By KENNETH HAHN
County Supervisor

Only a few months after first
being elected Supervisor, I was
present at the Leuzinger High
School gymnasium in Lawndale
as hundreds of evacuees were
brought there from their flooded
homes by the Red Cross.

Since this resulted from one of
the worst deluges to have struck
lhe area, 1 immediately con-
®lacted the then County Flood
Control Chief, H. E. Hedger, and
directed that action be taken to
make sure the Lawndale evac-
uation would never have to be
repeated.

Dominguez Channel was the
key. Debris of all kinds had
been allowed to accumulate in
the channel which was no more
than a ditch. I had it cleaned at
once and plans immediately be-
gan for permanent widening and
paving.

NO SINGLE project has given

me more satisfaction than the
completion of the Dominguez
Channel Project. It was not a

amorous job — it took man
years to complete. At a cost of
More than $31 million, it liter-
ally lifted the Centinela Valley-
South Bay area to stable ground
from out of the swampy mead-
ows,

An assessed valuation of over
$500 million in industrial and
home construction was made
possible on land once thought
too marshy for any kind of de-
velopment. This has more than
off-set the channel which was
built on a pay-as-you-go basis
without federal or state subsidy.

This 18-mile channel with
head waters in the Centinela
Valley and extending into the
South Bay areas carrying storm
flows from Inglewood to San
Pedro Bay, accepts waters from
many storm drains on its jour-
ney to the ocean.
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